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ANNOUNCEMENT
The National Institute of Health of the United States Public Health Service is
organizing a new unit for research into some of the many problems of aging.
With the conspicuous shift to greater age in the population, senescent individuals
are becoming increasingly significant in the national economy and defense.
There has been formed a National Advisory Committee on Gerontology, repre-
sentative of the scientific thought of the Nation. The membership of this Ad-
visory Committee includes:
Dr. L. R. Thompson, Director, National Institute of Health, U. S. Public
Health Service
Dr. Anton J. Carlson, Physiologist, University of Chicago, National Research
Council
Dr. Charles L. Christiernin, Association of Life Insurance Medical Directors
of America; Medical Director, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.
Dr. Robert A. Coker, Zoologist, University of North Carolina
Dr. William Crocker, Botanist, Boyce Thompson Institute of Plant Research
Mr. Lawrence K. Frank, Sociologist, Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation
Dr. A. Baird Hastings, Biochemist, Harvard University
Dr. Ludvig Hektoen, Pathologist; Consultant, National Cancer Institute,
U. S. Public Health Service
Dr. Winfred Overholser, Psychiatrist; Superintendent, St. Elizabeth's Hos-
pital
Dr. Clarence Selby, Industrial Physician, General Motors Corporation
Dr. William D. Stroud, Clinician, Philadelphia, Pa.
The first service to scientific research which the Unit on Gerontology is under-
taking is to conduct a survey of the present trends of active and contemplated
investigations into the problems of aging in American scientific institutions.
This survey is intended to ascertain just what problems are being studied and
what methods of approach are being applied. There is no desire to learn, in ad-
vance of publication, the data being developed in these specific undertakings.
In addition to these studies, many investigations which do not pertain directly
to aging should yield data useful to workers in gerontology. The Unit on Geron-
tology is especially interested in knowing of these indirectly related studies, the
full implications of which are far too often obscured in their published titles.
Inquiries about studies related to aging are being sent to scientists in the basic
biologic sciences as well as to clinical investigators, for much fundamental work
upon the processes, mechanisms and consequences of senescence is probably going
on in the sciences of botany, zoology, physiology, pharmacology, psychology,
etc. From the clinical viewpoint, our greatest concern is with those studies deal-
ing with health evaluation, mensuration of functional capacity (including criteria
of "physiologic age") and with those diseases whose incidence increases sharply
in later life (the so-called "degenerative disorders").
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From preliminary inquiries it is observed that there is a great but largely latent
and scattered interest in the problems of aging. It is the hope of the unit of
gerontology of the National Institute of Health that the present survey may serve
to effectively aid the promotion of closer cooperation of the scientists interested
in these fields.
Information concerning subjects under investigation and the methods of
approach is earnestly solicited. Letters sh9uld be addressed to:
Dr. Edward J. Stieglitz
In Charge
Investigations in Gerontology
National Institute of Health
U. S. Public Health Service
Bethesda, Maryland.
